
By Master Sgt. Adam Johnston
18th Wing Public Affairs

A former member of the 44th Fight-
er Squadron has returned to Kadena
after 12 years, to lead one of the
largest operations groups in the Air
Force. 

Col. David Freaney assumed lead-
ership of the 18th Operations Group
from Col. Joseph Ford in a change of
command ceremony July 16 at 8:18
a.m. in Building 3660.

“We are going to do three things
during my tour as commander,”
Colonel Freaney said. “The first is tak-
ing care of the people, the second is to
have fun, and the third is to get the
mission done. It is my opinion that if
we consistently do the first two points,
the third one will take care of itself.”

The son of a former Airman,
Colonel Freaney’s first “tour” in Oki-
nawa was at the age of six weeks when
his father was stationed at Naha Air
Base in 1958. Later, as a captain, he
was assigned to the 44th Fighter
Squadron at Kadena from 1989 until
1992 where he worked three different
jobs: assistant chief of wing weapons
and tactics, squadron weapons and
tactics officer and D flight commander.

F r i d a y, July 23, 2004
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W E E K E N D
W E AT H E R

T O D A Y : Partly cloudy 
N winds @ 12-15 knots 

High: 88 Low: 7 3

SATURDAY: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rain showers
N-NW winds @ 12 knots 

H i g h : 86 L o w : 7 3

S U N D A Y : Mostly cloudy 
S winds @ 12 knots 

High: 90 Low: 7 3

FRIDAY MORNING’S
C O M M U N I T YB A N K
E X C H A N G ER A T E S

BUYING: $1=¥106 SELLING:¥111=$1

M O N T H LY
S O RT I E G O A L S

961st Airborne Air Control Squadron
Monthly f ly ing-hour contract    100 .0
Hours flown                            46 .8
Monthly offset - 5 3 . 2

33rd Rescue Squadron
Monthly fly ing-hour  contract    230 .0
Hours flown                      117 .1
Monthly offset                          - 1 1 2 . 9

909th Air Refueling Squadron
Monthly fly ing-hour  contra ct    570 .0
Hours flown                        182 .6
Monthly offset                           - 3 8 7 . 4

44th  Fighter Squadron
Monthly sortie contract             497
Sort ies  flown                     126
Monthly offset                     - 3 7 1

67th  Fighter Squadron       
Monthly sortie contract             427
Sort ies  flown                     165
Monthly offset                  - 2 6 2

Source:18th MOS/MXOOP, as of July 15

F reaney takes command
of 18th Operations Gro u p

By Master Sgt. Adam Johnston
18th Wing Public Affairs

Col. Kelley Kash assumed com-
mand of the 18th Medical Group from
Col. Mark Presson in a change of com-
mand ceremony July 16 at 4:18 p.m. at
the Kadena Officers’ Club. 

Colonel Kash is now in charge of a
medical group that includes four
squadrons and nearly 500 people that
provide medical care to base and joint
service personnel at Kadena.

“It is indeed an honor and blessing
--literally a dream come true-- to be
able to serve as commander of the
medical group in support of such a
large, diverse and critical operational
wing,” the colonel said during the cere-
mony attended by more than 200 peo-
ple. “It would be an understatement to
say that I am ecstatic to be serving on
your team,” he said. 

The 18th Medical Group is the Air
Force’s largest freestanding ambulato-
ry clinic in terms of assigned personnel
and is the largest outpatient clinic in
Pacific Air Forces with 15 primary
care teams and 96,500 annual visits. 

“Our mission is the wing’s mis-
sion...to fly and win,” the colonel said.
“We medics support the Airmen and

Kash assumes command
of 18th Medical Gro u p

K a d e n a ’s
S e rvices 
takes five
AF award s

Air Force/Airman 1st  Class Heather L.Tower
Col. David T. Freaney assumes com-
mand of the 18th Operations Group
by accepting the group guidon from
Col. Rick Zink, 18th Wing vice com-
mander during a change of command
ceremony held in Building 3660 -- the
AWACS hangar -- July 16.

Air Force/Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Col. Kelley Kash, 18th Medical Group
commander,  speaks to the crowd
after assuming command of four
squadrons and nearly 500 medics
within his group at a change of com-
mand ceremony July 16 at the Kade-
na Officers’ Club. Please see OPS, Page 4Please see MEDICS, Page 4

Vacation Bible School at Kadena

By Capt. CK Keegan
18th Wing Public Affairs

T h e  1 8 t h  S e r v i c e s
Squadron took home more Air
Force awards than any other
base, with five of its programs
taking top honors, and Tech.
Sgt. Harvey Gilchrist winning
Services top NCO of the year. 

The program awards went
to the Enlisted Club, Fitness
and Sports program, the
Human Resources office, Mar-

keting and Youth Programs.
“I am so proud to be associ-

ated with such a talented
group of people,” said Col.
Ross Roley, 18 Services com-
mander. “Since my arrival on
Kadena, I’ve been over-
whelmed with Kadena Ser-
vices’ creativity, ingenuity and
d e d i c a t i o n . ”

Sergeant Gilchrist, Risner
Center operational manager,
is one of those dedicated indi-

See SERVICES, Page 4 

Air Force/Staff Sgt. Chenzira K. Mallory
Amy Strahan designs a heart with a Summer theme July 16 at Chapel One during Vaca-
tion Bible School. Nearly 300 children from Kadena participated in this year’s event. For
story and more photos see page 8.
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The 18th Wing is
very interested in
ideas that can make
Kadena an even bet-
ter place to live,
work and play. If
you have a concern
that you have been
unable to resolve
through normal
chains of command,
then we'll look into

it. Although not required, it’s better to
give commanders, first sergeants or
the agencies with which you have the
concern the opportunity to correct the
situation first. When that fails, send
us an e-mail. Include your name and
telephone number so someone can get
back to you, and a brief summary of
your concern.

ACTION LINES
E - m a i l :

1 8 w g . c c h o t l i n e @ k a d e n a . a f . m i l

Brig. Gen.
Jan-Marc Jouas

18th Wing 
c o m m a n d e r

Editor’s note : Shogun Warriors are selected by unit leaders for their outstanding value to their
unit and dedication to the Kadena mission. To nominate someone, send the name of your 
nominee to your unit commander or senior enlisted leaders.

Tech. Sgt. Raymond N. Ball

733rd Air Mobility Squadron, NCO in charge of air terminal operations center.

Hometown: Caldwell, Idaho.

Reason for nomination: Sergeant Ball aggressively assumed NCO in charge roles while impecca-

bly performing air terminal operations center senior controller duties.

Time at Kadena: 1 year, 11 months 

Sidewalk ramps
There are two issues I have with

the lack of sidewalk ramps at Kade-
na: 

1. Sidewalk ramps encourage
walking rather than driving which
will help conserve gas and less pol-
lution. 

2. While I realize there are proba-
bly a limited number of individuals
on base who use wheelchairs, this
would be a terrible place to try to
get around in a wheelchair without
assistance. Other than ramps
around the  schools and a few scat-
tered places, I’d say things are poor.  

In any case, there are limited
ramps on sidewalks. I am trying to
bring an existing problem to the
attention of those in charge. Civil
engineering is not going to change
construction plans because a
spouse is complaining she is having
trouble getting around base on the
sidewalks with her stroller- and
they shouldn’t. But I don’t know

how to make change happen other
than by writing this e-mail. 

Thank you for your question con-
cerning ramps for sidewalks and
curbs.  Our current policy regarding
ramps is to install them when
required by the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act guidelines or when we
make major changes to our side-
walk systems.  We understand that
ramps are a quality of life issue and
our current Quality of Life program
focused on upgrading facilities such
as the base theater, library, and Ris-
ner Fitness Center.  I’ve asked our
civil engineers to look at installing
ramps on a section of the base’s
sidewalks to provide an adequate
course for strollers.  This will have
to be prioritized among other pro-
jects intended to enhance our mis-
sion needs and quality of life.  How-
ever, your letter has brought this
need to my attention, and I will take
it into consideration when reviewing
upcoming projects.   

The very best of our Nation
stands just right next to you

By Lt. Col. Keith Swensen
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron

Every week I read the commen-
taries about leadership written by my
fellow commanders.  

I’ve learned so much from these tal-
ented leaders of Team Kadena.  I often
stand in awe of their insight, wisdom
and leadership.  

At the same time, it’s my daily
interaction with the junior officers,
NCO’s, Airmen, and family members
that truly inspires me.

U.S. Marine Corps Gen. Charles
Krulak, in an address back in 2000,
stated “The military has a tradition of
producing great leaders that possess
the highest ethical standards and
integrity.  It produces men and women
of character...character that allows
them to deal ethically with the chal-
lenges of today and to make conscious
decisions about how they will approach
tomorrow.” 

The older I get, the more common it
is to hear the lamenting of how today’s
society lacks the “old” moral fiber and
standards of character.  

How today’s young people don’t do
this...or don’t care about that.  

And without any introspective criti-
cal thought, I found myself buying into
that line of thinking.

But this past year and a half as a
commander, I’ve found so many exam-
ples to prove that wrong.  

Just as we complain about the
media focusing on all the negative, I
think we are more cognizant of the
segments of society that lack strong
moral character.  

And yet every day, the very best
this nation has to offer...is right there
before us.  

It’s your troops, your families, your
teachers, and even your children.  

Just stop and think about it for a
moment...our military ideals, our mili-
tary character; they are uniquely dis-
tinctive qualities within American
society.  

Not just for those in uniform, but
also for our families.  

We’re more involved in the neigh-
borhood, community, and schools, our
children tend to be better behaved and
more respectful...we exude leadership
at all levels. 

The military today is so much more
than the military of the past.  

A better educated, all volunteer

force, desegregated by gender and
race, a vast civilian work force and
most importantly- involved families. 

It is YOU and your families, and
those around us that make America
great.    

In his 1999 address to The Citadel,
then Texas Governor George W. Bush
stated, “Our world, shaped by Ameri-
can courage, power and wisdom, now
echoes with American ideals.  We won
the victory of the Cold War, not for a
nation, but for a vision.  A vision of
freedom and individual integrity...”

We expect our senior officers and
NCO’s to lead with a vision and indi-
vidual character and integrity.  

But I am always inspired by the
service, character and integrity of our
front line troops and their families:

• The integrity of an Airman on the
line, who cancels a sortie for a lost
tool...even though he knows the pun-
ishment for lack of tool control will be
s e v e r e .

• The compassion of a flight of Air-
men who sit in a hospital recovery
room 24/7 over the long Christmas hol-
idays just to be there for a young
mother whose infant has had heart
surgery.  

• The Flight Commander who
refuses a day off or to leave the AOR
until all her people have been taken
care of first.  

• The spouse who volunteers to
organize meals on wheels for squadron
members who are stricken by hospital
emergencies; even while her own hus-
band is deployed.  

• The Chapel Youth Group mem-
bers who were brave enough to give up
part of their own summer vacation to
reach out to the local community on a
Christian mission trip. 

• The Airman who found $1800.00
and went out of his way to track down
the owner...and refused a reward. (Ok,
he did accept some homemade cookies
and a friend for life.)  

And these are only the ones you
find out about - and they’re embar-
rassed when they are mentioned.  

I am in awe of the leadership I see
at all levels. 

I can’t really answer whether or not
society is worse now than in the past.  

But from what I see in our commu-
nity, General Krulak was right, we do
have a rich tradition of producing
great leaders...leaders at all levels.



T O P 3 MEETING: The Kadena Top 3  meet-
ing is today at 3 p.m. in the Rocker
NCO Club’s Kuba Room.

O P E R A T I O NK U D O S : A rescheduled Opera-
tions Kids Understanding Deployment
Operations will kick off Saturday from
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Children ages five
to 15 are invited to learn how their
parents gear up for military deploy-
ments through hands-on experience.
Participants need to register at Build-
ing 99, the family support center from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

S E N I O RN C O S : The 353rd Special Opera-
tions Group will hold its annual senior
NCO induction ceremony Saturday at
the Kadena Rocker NCO Club. Social
hour will begin at 6 p.m. and dinner is
served at 7 p.m. Dress for the occas-
sion is mess dress or semi-formal for
military and business attire for civil-
ians. 

T VG I V E A W A Y : Sharon Griggs will receive
a 42-inch plasma television Saturday
at 1 p.m. at the Kadena base
exchange. Ms. Griggs is the first-place
winner in a recent Pacific-wide sweep-
s t a k e s .

T O YD R I V E : Airman Committed to Excel-
lence is hosting a base-wide toy drive
for the Ishimine Orphanage of Oki-
nawa and will collect toys until July
30. Collection points are set up at the
Falcon Fitness Center, the youth cen-
ter, and the school age program next to

Teen Center Millennium. For more
information contact, Airman 1st Class
William Bentley at 634-6100.

I N D U C T I O N C E R E M O N Y : The Kadena Top
Three Association is hosting its third
annual senior NCO induction ceremo-
ny Aug. 6 at Kadena’s Rocker NCO
Club. Social hour starts at 6 p.m. and
the ceremony beings at 6:30 p.m.
Dress for the occassion is mess dress
or semi-formal for military and busi-

ness attire for civilians. Cost is $25. for
more information or to purchase tick-
ets please contact your group repre-
sentative: 18th Operations Group,
Master Sgt. Todd Boyer at 634-4954;
18th Civil Engineer Group, Master
Sgt. Michael Clayton at 634-5660;
18th Medical Group, Senior Master
Sgt. Larence Kirby, 630-4141; 18th
Maintenance Group, Master Sgt.
Richard Dendinger at 634-8986; 18th
Mission Support Group, Senior Master

Sgt. Lori Washington at 634-5848;
Group 7 and 353rd Special Operations
Group, Senior Master Sgt. Barry
Schwartz at 634-6482.

E S S A Y C O N T E S T : The deadline for a 2-3
page, double spaced essay open to all
ages with the theme, “Women Inspir-
ing Hope and Possibility” is Aug. 10
The winner will present their essay to
the Women’s History Month luncheon
Aug. 20. Submit essays to 1st Lt.
Megan Kranenburg at: megan.kranen-
burg@kadena.af.mil. For more infor-
mation call 634-7277.

M A N D A T O R Y BRIEFINGS: Mandatory brief-
ings for all 18th Wing members for the
upcoming exercise will be held at 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. Aug. 16 through 18 at
the Keystone Theater. For more infor-
mation call 634-3620.

V O L U N T E E R S N E E D E D : The 18th Wing
inspector general’s office is looking for
volunteers for an upcoming wing-wide
exercise. Call Master Sgt. Tricia Ben-
ning at 634-5163. 

F R E ET O W S E R V I C E : A free towing service
for spouses of deployed Airman at
Kadena is available by calling 634-
1 1 2 6 .

VOTING: Base officials are encouraging
all base residents to vote. Rules on
how to vote from Kadena using the
absent ballot system are available at:
w w w . f v a p . g o v .
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O p e ration Giving

Air Force/Hideaki Sakihama
Spouses from the 18th Operations Group donated baby clothes, cookies
and candles to Taichu-en, a local foster home in Itoman City on Wednes-
day. Pictured clockwise from top left are: Makio Yamamoto, Janette
Daley, Jody Facey, Jesseca Randall, Melissa Pointer, Keiko Teruya and
Akiko Kinjo. The donations are part of a community relations project by
the 18th Operations Group.



viduals according to Dawn
Pierce, Risner Fitness Center
director. Sergeant Gilchrist
oversaw crucial quality of life
programs, supervised $6.8
million in assets and provided
service to 2,800 patrons daily.
He was step promoted to tech-
nical sergeant, ignited the
“Domo Days” promotion, host-
ed monthly 5 kilometer fun
runs, and organized three
NCO Academy basketball
games.  

Air Force Marketing
Program of the Year: P i o-
neered ICE, a customer feed-
back program, that increased
customer satisfaction levels

for six consecutive months;
marketed six major annual
events with record atten-
dances; Modernized the
squadron Web site with
55,000 hits monthly.

Air Force Youth Pro-
gram of the Year: I n i t i a t e d
program to help fight obesity
in kids; Obtained $100,000 for
program equipment which
upgraded the sports and fit-
ness program; and introduced
a free shuttle service for chil-
dren, giving them rides to key
locations and summer employ-
ment, taking over 8,000 pas-
sengers during a 90-day peri-
od. 

Air Force Enlisted Club

of the Year: Opened Air
Force’s and DoD’s first Chili’s,
which is now the highest
income producing Chili’s oper-
ation in the world.

Air Force Fitness and
Sports Program of the
Year: Modernized their facili-
ty with state-of-the-art inter-
active computer system for
users to document workouts
and offered 25 intra- and
extramural sports,  six times
the normal required by Air
Force Instructions.

Air Force Human
Resources Office of the
Year: Supported over 40 Ser-
vices activities at six different
geographic locations; saved

more than $95,000 and
reduced office overhead by
$72,000 through office restruc-
turing; Diligently tracked

labor costs, creating $800,000
in savings; and reduced con-
tract labor costs 17 percent in
two months.
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their families in the best, most proactive
way we can to make that happen effec-
tively and efficiently.”

The medical group also has the second
largest neonatal intensive care unit in
the Air Force and has the only aeromed-
ical staging flight in the Western Pacific.

“We are blessed to belong to two of the
most noble of professions: the call to
arms and the call to healing,” Colonel
Kash told medics attending the ceremo-
ny. “I challenge and expect you to contin-
ue to embrace our professions with
uncompromising integrity, compassion-
ate service, and an excellence laced with
grace and humility. May each of us be a
shining example to our comrades on this
base, where ever we go in supporting the
mission and with every patient that we
care for.”

Colonel Kash arrives at Kadena after
a two year tour of duty as the comman-
der of theater patient movement require-
ments center - Europe at Ramstein Air
Base, Germany.

Among the unusual assignments
Colonel Kash has experienced in more
than 20 years of active duty is a three-
month deployment to Haiti as the deputy
commander Air Transportable Hospital
in 1997, sea-duty aboard U.S. Hospital
Ship Mercy as the Air Force liaison offi-
cer where he earned a Navy Achieve-
ment Medal and an Education with
Industry Fellowship with the Henry Ford
Health System in Detroit, Mich. 

He has also led three separate
squadrons, worked at four different hos-
pitals and has worked two staff assign-
ments at Scott AFB, Ill. 

Colonel Kash is also board certified
with the American Academy of Medical
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

Continued from Page 1

New job ‘a
dream come
true,’ says
c o m m a n d e r

MEDICS: 
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

OPS: Former ‘Bat’
re t u rns to Kadena
after 12 years

Kadena firefigher tests alarms in Ira q

Air Force/Master Sgt. Debbie Aragon
T A L L I L A I R BASE, Iraq -- Tech. Sgt. Anthony Hawkins, 407th Expedi-
tionary Civil Engineer Squadron fire department fire inspector,
checks a smoke detector in a tent here recently. Firefighters say a
fire can engulf a tent in less than 50 seconds. Sergeant Hawkins is
conducting inspections in every tent in Air Force Tent City here to
make sure there are no fire safety violations. Bad or wrongful use of
extension cords are two of the main items Sergeant Hawkins
checks for in deployed Airmen’s tents. Sergeant Hawkins is
deployed to Tallil from Kadena. 

Air Force/Senior Airman Amanda Edwards
Kadena Services opened the first Chili’s restaurant in the
Department of Defense in 2003. The restuarant is now the
highest income producing Chili’s operation in the world.

S E RVICES: Unit sets record major command win

Now, Colonel Freaney commands one
of the largest operations groups in the Air
Force that includes eight squadrons, one
air control flight and approximately 750
people. 

The 18th Operations Group conducts
the 18th Wing’s flying mission on and off
Okinawa with an airframe arsenal of
nearly 50 fighter jets, about 15 refuelers,
approximately two airborne warning and
control aircraft as well as some 10 rescue
helicopters that are valued at more than
$4 billion.

Colonel Freaney, a command pilot who
has more than 3,000 flying hours in mod-
els A through D of the F-15, arrives to
Kadena after a year-long Headquarters
Air Combat Command assignment at
Langley AFB, Va., where he severed as
chief of the air dominance capabilities
team in the directorate of requirements.

Three times throughout his career,
Colonel Freaney has reaped honors as a
distinguished graduate at:

-- Officers Training School at Lackland
AFB, Texas.

-- Undergraduate pilot training at the
14th Flying Training Wing at Columbus
AFB, Miss.

-- College of Naval Command and
Staff at the U.S. Naval War College at
Newport, R.I.

After earning his pilot’s wings, Colonel
Freaney attended lead-in fighter training
at Holloman AFB, New Mexico and F-15
basic training at Luke AFB, Arizona.

The colonel graduated from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in 1980 with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathemat-
ics. He was commissioned as a second
lieutenant in August 1981 after attending
the U.S. Air Force Officer’s Training
School at Lackland. 

Colonel Freaney has also earned three
Masters degrees, a Master of Science in
Aeronautical Science from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, a Master of Arts
in National Security and Strategic Stud-
ies from the Naval War College and a
Master of Science in National Resource
Strategy from the Industrial College of
the Armed Forces.



Air Force/Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Army Col. Tony Williams, 10th Area Support Gruop commander at Torii Station, releases a sea turtle into
the South China Sea Tuesday at Torii Beach. More than 200 spectators and well-wishers came to view
the scheduled release of the hatchlings.
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Airmen, soldiers and kids
release 69 Loggerhead
Sea Turtles at Torii Beach

Air Force/Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Keili Keoho, daughter of Army Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Kealoha Keoho of Torii’s 1st Battal-
ion, 1st Special Forces Group, watches the
small turtle she released swim away into the
South China Sea.

Air Force/Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Well-wishers watch as a just-released sea turtle hatch-
ling swims away from Torii Beach Tuesday.

Air Force/Tech. Sgt. Richard Freeland
Some spectators got a rare opportunity to hold a one-
year-old sea turtle Tuesday evening before the release.

By Army Spc. Nicole L. Kojetin 
10th Area Support Group

T O R I I STATION, Japan -- Around 200 military
community members watched their children, brim-
ming with excitement, wade waist deep to gently
release 69 tiny Loggerhead Sea Turtles at Torii Beach
Tuesday. 

“It was so cool to know that we are helping some-
thing survive in the wild,” said Amber Snyder, 10,
daughter of Air Force Tech Sgt. Wayne Snyder of 44th
Aircraft Maintenance Unit.  “So, now the baby turtles
can go somewhere else and grow and maybe they’ll
come back to Torii some day.”

On Mother’s Day earlier this year, an Army mili-
tary policeman spotted strange tracks on the sand and
followed them to discover a Loggerhead Sea Turtle lay-
ing eggs May 9.  

Soon after receiving the call, the beach staff was on
the scene huddled around the mother counting the
eggs as she laid them.

But the staff decided it wasn’t safe to leave the eggs
there and placed them into large rubber containers
packed with sand in the scuba locker’s “back yard,” or
the fenced in area that contains water sports equip-
m e n t .

“We moved the eggs off of the beach in order to pro-
tect them,” said Tsutomu Kochi, Torii Beach recreation
specialist.  “We wanted to make sure that the birds
and elements could not get to them.”

Egg-laying sea turtles are becoming a regular occur-
rence at Torii Beach. Two years ago, four sea turtles
chose the beach for a nesting site. 

The baby turtles, which started hatching at 8 p.m.
July 18, were originally expected to hatch on June 28.
Being in the shade of the equipment area kept the eggs
cool and that slowed the process down, said Kochi.

As the turtles hatched, the beach staff took them
out of the bins and placed them into an aquarium and
fed them fish food pellets until they were joined by
their brothers and sisters.  Out of the 82 eggs, 72
healthy turtles emerged.  Three of these turtle will be
kept until they are large enough to be marked with a
Japanese tracking tag.

Their mother migrated from Baha, Calif., said
Kochi.  So, the hatchlings may head toward California,
but the first hurdle was to get past the coral reef.

According to the Sea Turtles Association of Japan’s
Web site at www.umigame.org, the baby sea turtles
return to the sea at night.  That is when they are the
most energized and part of the reason the beach staff
chose to release them. They also calculated when the
tide was coming in.

“We released them at 7 p.m. because they still had a
few hours before high tide,” said Kochi.  “They will only
be safe once they get past the reef, otherwise they
could get eaten by the birds.”

The event lasted only a few minutes.  Beach officials
wanted to limit the amount of time the hatchlings were
handled and get them into the water quickly. “The
more they are being handled the more they wear them-
selves out,” said Kochi.  “That is also why we released
them into the water instead of on the beach.  We want
them to have a great chance at survival.” 

Army Col. Anthony Williams, 10th Area Support
Group commander, showed the children the impor-
tance of the event by releasing a turtle that was
tagged. The tagging of the turtles will help researchers
better understand their behavior and allow them to
find a better means of protection, officials said.

These turtles have many challenges to face as they
age.  According to the Japanese turtle association, a
combination of seawalls, fishing nets and harvesting of
turtles in developing countries, has resulted in a dras-
tic reduction of world’s sea turtle population being
drastically reduced. 
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Airman 1st Class Joshua Standifer of
the 18th Equipment Maintenance
Squadron sands the refueling probe of
an HH-60 helicopter.

Airman 1st Class Corey Leath tapes off the windows of an HH-60 helicopter July 16
before the corrosion control shop starts painting.
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repaint about 24 to 30 airc
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Airman 1st Class Corey Leath tapes off the windows of an HH-60 helicopter July 16
before the corrosion control shop starts painting.



Airman 1st Class David Osterberg sands the tail of an HH-60 helicopter. Members
of the corrosion control shop say the hardest part of preparing a helicopter for a
repaint is sanding around the 7,500 rivets on the aircraft. Because of those rivets,
workers must sand many areas of the fuselage by hand.
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A bird of a diff e rent color
Story and Photos by 

Master Sgt. Adam Johnston
18th Wing Public Affairs

Workers with the 18th Equipment
Maintenance Squadron have been
working for the last week to roll out
a helicopter here with a totally new
look. 

The corrosion control element of
18th EMS has been sanding off the
woodland green camouflage paint
scheme and repainting an HH-60 heli-
copter in gunship grey to match new
requirements of special operations
squadrons. “This is the first one
we’ve painted with this scheme,”
said Tech. Sgt. Ed Kauten, corrosion
control element chief with the 18th
Equipment Maintenance Squadron.
“They want us to paint two more
next quarter,” he said. 

“The helicopter is a lot harder to
sand compared to the F-15 because it
has a lot of protruding fasteners in
the tail section and on top of the air-
craft,” Sergeant Kauten said.
“Because of this we have to sand a
lot of it by hand. While we can use
power sanders on the flat parts, we
can’t on a large majority of the air-
craft because we could potentially
sand the rivets right off.” An HH-60
has about 7,500 rivets on its frame.

Sergeant Kauten estimated that the
cost of repainting this helicopter is
about $11,000. An F-15 averages
about $14,000. He said the corrosion
control element also washes about
15 aircraft a week, repaints various
parts of aircraft like landing gear,
pylons and bolts and also does three
F-15 touchup paint jobs a day.
Sergeant Kauten said his work force

now totally repaints about 24 to 30
aircraft a year. That number is up
from previous years’ figures -- an
average of about 15 aircraft per year
-- because a special paint booth his
workers use is now back up to
s p e e d .

But while the shop is cranking out
more aircraft, the work Sergeant
Kauten’s staff does is less than glam-
orous as all workers in the paint
booth must don respirators, coveralls
and gloves to ensure no unnecessary
part of their body is exposed when
sanding and painting. The safety
requirements that go along with the
job leave workers sweating like
they’re wearing a parka to the beach.
“The hardest part is wearing your
respirator in the hot weather,” said
Airman 1st Class Steven Green, one
of several workers who sweated

away on the HH-60 project. “But
when all the work is done, I feel like
I’ve accomplished a lot and that I’ve
helped the Air Force,” Airman Green
s a i d .

“It’s rare for us to see an HH-60
here,” said Airman 1st Class David
Osterberg, a working supervisor on
the helicopter project. “Some people
who work in corrosion control will
never get an opportunity to paint
one,” he said. Prepping for the paint-
ing and masking the aircraft seem to
take the most time on a project like
this he said. But, he said “It’ll feel
really good when the helicopter rolls
out looking brand new.”

On Thursday, workers were apply-
ing stencils to the helicopter and
today they are scheduled to roll out
the chopper as a bird with a totally
different color.

Airman 1st Class David Osterberg sands the tail of an HH-60 helicopter. Members
of the corrosion control shop say the hardest part of preparing a helicopter for a
repaint is sanding around the 7,500 rivets on the aircraft. Because of those rivets,
workers must sand many areas of the fuselage by hand.

Airman 1st Class Steven Green does a “chalk walk” marking sections of
the helicopter that will need to be carefully sanded by hand before work-
ers repaint the helicopter. 
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H u n d reds attend vacation Bible school at Kadena
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Air Force/Staff Sgt. Chenzira K. Mallory
Alyssa Scott (left) tells Kathy Singer and Craig Wells about a scary dream she once had during a group session at Vacation Bible School at Kadena’s Chapel One.

Air Force/Staff Sgt. Chenzira K. Mallory
Kara Davis cuts and curls ribbons for an arts and
crafts project during Vacation Bible School.

Air Force/Staff Sgt. Chenzira K. Mallory
Donna Hart welcomes students to the last session
of Vacation Bible School July 16 and talks about the
lessons students have learned at Chapel One.

Air Force/Staff Sgt. Chenzira K. Mallory
Master Sgt. Rick Cox reads Bible stories to students during the Catholic session of Vacation Bible School. 

By Master Sgt. Adam Johnston
18th Wing Public Affairs

Some 280 Catholic and Protes-
tant children worked on develop-
ing their character and their love
of Jesus -- this year’s theme -- last
week during Vacation Bible
School at Kadena’s Chapel One. 

Organizers acknowledged this
year’s annual Bible school was
smaller than last year -- not
because of a lack of interest -- but
because of a lack of space. 

“Normally we hold Vacation
Bible School in one of the (base)
schools but renovations forced the
organizers to use a smaller facility
this year,” said Chaplain (Lt. Col.)
James Cutter, 18th Wing chap-
lain. “Unfortunately this year we
did have to turn some people
away because we had to limit

enrollment to 150 people per faith
group because of the limited space
at Chapel One,” he said. “We nor-
mally have between 450 and 500
people attend but we could not
support that this year and we did
the best we could with the space
we had.”

The program, which ran from
July 13 until July 16, in Chapel
One had some 80 volunteers
teaching Protestant children from
9 a.m. to noon and Catholic chil-
dren from 6 to 8 p.m. On July 16,
parents and guests were invited to
attend a production put on by this
year’s Vacation Bible School par-
ticipants. Among the curriculum
during the week were classes on
character building with lessons
that helped teach how to fight
temptation, stand firm when oth-
ers give in and lessons in hope

and courage.
“One of the things I like about

Vacation Bible School is that it
gives us an opportunity to have
young folks explore their faith in a
fun environment,” Chaplain Cut-
ter said. 

Plans for next year’s event
include combining both Protestant
and Catholic children into one
group in a larger facility to help
intermix the two groups so orga-
nizers can emphasize what the
two groups have in common.
“We’ve done it before, it’s not diffi-
cult to pull off if we can get one of
the schools to help and it’s been
very well received,” Chaplain Cut-
ter said. This year’s Vacation
Bible School was sponsored by the
Chapel community and the Amer-
ican Womens’ Welfare Associa-
t i o n .



T O D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at noon.

Supersnacks and “blast from the past” from
5 to 7 p.m. Alternative theme from 7 p.m. to
close. Virus Fridaze (Super Ladies Night)
from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

URASHIMA DINNER THEATER
T O U R : Call 6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.

ROCKER NCO CLUB: Super snacks
social from 5 to 7 p.m. Deja vu with the Doc-
tor from 5 to 8 p.m. Variety dance beats
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 7 4 0 .

NIGHT OWL BINGO: Card sales begin
at 9:30 p.m. and play starts at 10:30 p.m. at
the Rocker NCO Club. Play features a pro-
gressive coverall reaching up to $28,000. On
average, games will pay around $750, how-
ever some games will pay $1,000.

KUMON MATH: Math study for chil-
dren ages 5 to 18 in 40-minute sessions from
3 to 5:40 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
634-2290 for more information.

ROCK ’N’ ROLL BOWLING: Rock ‘n’
bowl fun runs from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at
Emery Lanes. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more infor-
m a t i o n .

S A T U R D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at 1 p.m.

Country night with DJ Leis from 8 p.m. to
closing in the ballroom. R&B with DJ Tone
from 8 p.m. to closing in the Lounge.

NISHIZAKI WATER PARK TOUR: C a l l
6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.

TABLE TOP WARRIORS CLUB: C l u b
meets from 10 a.m. to 10 p .m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 .

WESTERN NIGHT: Saddle up your
best western gear for an evening of country
hits and fun from 6 p.m. to midnight at the
Weekender Lounge in the Kadena Officers’
Club. Call 6 3 4 - 3 6 6 3 .

OKINAWA CHILDREN’S ZOO TOUR:
Call 6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.

HANDMADE CRAFTS FAIR: A crafts
fair will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Vendor tables
are available for $10 and admission is free.

SAX, FLUTE, CLARINET: O n e - h o u r
session classes from 7 a.m. to noon at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information.

QUILTING CLASS: Machine patch-
work quilting class from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 -
1 3 8 7 for more information.

S U N D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Top 40 music from 7

to 11 p.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .
BATTLE OF OKINAWA TOUR: C a l l

6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.
ROCKER NCO CLUB: Bingo starts at 6

p.m. Table and card games from 5 to 8 p.m.
Old School Jams from 7 to 11 p.m. Call 6 3 4 -
0 7 4 0 .

FINE ARTS AND MUSEUM TOUR:
Call 6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.

FAMILY DAY BOWLING: Games are
$1 each for parents who bowl with their chil-
dren from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. A three-game
limit may apply. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

M O N D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at noon.

50-cent hamburgers and hot dogs from 5 to
7 p.m. or until supplies run out. Variety
dance hits from 7 to 11 p.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

ROCKER NCO CLUB: Bingo starts at 7
p.m. Rock around the clock with C Note from
7 p.m. to closing. Call 6 3 4 - 0 7 4 0 .

KID’S MEMBERSHIP NIGHT: F r e e
buffet for kids with cake and ice cream from
5 to 7 p.m. at the Kadena Officers’ Club. Chil-
dren 10 and under will be given a goody bag
to take home. Event is open to Kadena Offi-
cers’ Club members only and adults pay $5.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
634-2290 for more information.

JAPANESE CLASS: Adult conversa-
tional class from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information.

CAKE DECORATING: Class held from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 634-1387 for more information.

T U E S D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at noon.

Rock night with DJ Mad Cap from 8 p.m.
until closing. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

POOL TOURNAMENT: Begins at 8
p.m. at the Banyan Tree Airman’s Club. Call
6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

ROCKER NCO CLUB: Bingo starts at 7
p.m. Karaoke from 7 to 11 p.m. Call 6 3 4 -
0 7 4 0 .

TAI CHI CHUAN: Adult class from 5 to
6:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community Center.
Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information. 

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game

limit may apply and a waiting list
will be used when the “free” lanes
are busy. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

W E D N E S D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins

at noon. Top 40 request night from
8 p.m. until closing. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

LOVE MOTEL TOUR: C a l l
6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more information.

ROCKER NCO CLUB: All that
Jazz from 5 to 8 p.m. Ladies night
from 8 p.m. until closing. Call 6 3 4 -
0 7 4 0 .

KUMON MATH: Math study
for children ages 5 to 18 in 40-
minute sessions from 3 to 5:40 p.m.
at the Schilling Community Center.
Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more informa-
t i o n .

OKINAWA DANCE: C l a s s
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Schilling
Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information. 

JAPANESE CLASS: A d u l t
conversational class from 7:30 to 9
p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to
18 bowl for free from noon to 5 p.m.
at Emery Lanes. Children 10 and
older need only to show an ID card
to join, while 9 year olds must be

signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
634-2290 for more information.

T H U R S D A Y
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at noon.

Country night with DJ Chaps from 8 p.m.
until closing. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

ROCKER NCO CLUB: Bingo starts at 7
p.m. Latin variety music from 7 to 11 p.m.
Call 6 3 4 - 0 7 4 0 .

TAI CHI CHUAN: Adult class from 5 to
6:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community Center.
Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information. 

JAPANESE CLASS: Adult conversa-
tional class from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more information.

JAPANESE CALLIGRAPHY: A d u l t
class from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Schilling
Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

J U L Y 3 0
BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at noon.

Supersnacks and blast from the past from 5
to 7 p.m. Alternative theme from 7 p.m. to
close. Virus Fridaze (Trance-theme) from 10
p.m. to 3 a.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 6 4 4 .

POOLSIDE YAKI NIKU AT LAGUNA
GARDEN TOUR: Call 6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

ROCKER NCO CLUB: Super snacks
social from 5 to 7 p.m. Deja vu with the Doc-
tor from 5 to 8 p.m. Variety dance beats
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Call 6 3 4 - 0 7 4 0 .

NIGHT OWL BINGO: Card sales begin
at 9:30 p.m. and play starts at 10:30 p.m. at
the Rocker NCO Club. Play features a pro-
gressive coverall reaching up to $28,000. On
average, games will pay around $750, how-
ever some games will pay $1,000.

KUMON MATH: Math study for chil-
dren ages 5 to 18 in 40-minute sessions from
3 to 5:40 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more information.

ROCK’N’ROLL BOWLING: Rock ‘n’
bowl fun begins from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at
Emery Lanes. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more infor-
m a t i o n .

J U L Y 3 1

BANYAN TREE: Bingo begins at 1 p.m.
Country night with DJ Leis from 8 p.m. to
closing in the ballroom. R&B with DJ Tone
from 8 p.m. to closing in the Lounge.

TABLE TOP WARRIORS CLUB: C l u b
meets from 10 a.m.  to 10 p.m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 .

BLUE INDIGO AND BASHOFU
WEAVING STUDIO TOUR: Call 6 3 4 - 4 3 2 2
for more information.

COMEDY SHOW: Comedians Warren
Durso and Jamal Doman will headline a
comedy show in the Kadena Officers’ Club
Weekender Lounge from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Call
6 3 4 - 3 6 6 3 .

SAX, FLUTE, CLARINET: O n e - h o u r
session classes from 7 a.m. to noon at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information.

QUILTING CLASS: Machine patch-
work quilting class from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 -
1 3 8 7 for more information.

A U G U S T 1
10,000 EISA DANCERS IN NAHA

T O U R : Call 634-4322 for more information.
BISQUE PAINTING FOR KIDS: A one-

session class will be held from 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Kadena Arts & Crafts Center. Call
6 3 4 - 1 6 6 6 to register.

FAMILY DAY BOWLING: Games are
$1 each for parents who bowl with their chil-
dren from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. A three-game
limit may apply. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more
i n f o r m a t i o n .

A U G U S T 2
DRAWING AND CARTOONING FOR

K I D S : An eight-session class that meets on
Mondays from 4 to 5 p.m. will begin at the
Kadena Arts & Crafts Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 6 6 6
to register.

TENNIS CLINIC: A one-hour tennis
clinic will be held weekdays until August 13
at the Risner Tennis Center. Class schedules
run from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cost is $70 per ten
one-hour session clinics. Call
6 3 4 - 0 6 9 5 to register.

WOODCRAFTING FOR
B E G I N N E R S : A three-session
class that meets on Mondays
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. will begin
at the Kadena Arts & Crafts Cen-
ter. Call 6 3 4 - 1 6 6 6 to register.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9
to 18 bowl for free from noon to 5
p.m. at Emery Lanes. Children 10
and older need only to show an ID
card to join, while 9 year olds
must be signed in by a parent.
Participants must bowl on the
designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list
will be used when the “free”
lanes are busy. Call 6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 f o r
more information.

JAPANESE CLASS: A d u l t
conversational class from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more

i n f o r m a t i o n .
WOODCRAFTING INTERMEDIATE: A

four-session class that meets on Mondays
from 5 to 8 p.m. will begin at the Kadena
Arts & Crafts Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 6 6 6 to regis-
t e r .

CAKE DECORATING: Class held from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information.

FREE BOWLING: Children 9 to 18 bowl
for free from noon to 5 p.m. at Emery Lanes.
Children 10 and older need only to show an
ID card to join, while 9 year olds must be
signed in by a parent. Participants must
bowl on the designated lanes. A three game
limit may apply and a waiting list will be
used when the “free” lanes are busy. Call
6 3 4 - 2 2 9 0 for more information.

JAPANESE CLASS: Adult conversa-
tional class from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Schilling Community Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7
for more information.

CAKE DECORATING: Class held from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community
Center. Call 6 3 4 - 1 3 8 7 for more information.

A U G U S T 3
LADIES DAY GOLF: Tee times for

ladies are not required between 8 to 9 a.m.
Just show up and tee off!  Open to all ladies
eligible to use the Banyan Tree Golf Course.
A golf instructor will be available at the
range to answer questions and help with
your swing.  Normal green fees apply.

ZAMPA GLASS BOAT AND YOMI-
TAN EXPLORATION TOUR: Call 6 3 4 -
4 3 2 2 for more information.

DRAWING FOR ADULTS: An eight-ses-
sion class that meets on Tuesdays from 10
to 11:30 a.m. will begin at the Kadena Arts &
Crafts Center. Call 634-1666 to register.

TAI CHI CHUAN: Adult class from 5 to
6:30 p.m. at the Schilling Community Center.
Call 634-1387 for more information. 

OIL PAINTING FOR ADULTS: An eight-
session class that meets on Tuesdays from
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C a t h o l i c

▲ Monday through Friday : Mass, Chapel 2, n o o n .

▲ S a t u r d a y : Confession, Chapel 2, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Vigil Mass, Chapel 2, 5 p.m.
▲ S u n d a y :    Mass, Chapel 3, 8:45 a.m.

Mass, Chapel 3, 12:30 p.m. and 5 p.m.

P r o t e s t a n t
▲ W e d n e s d a y : Bible Study, Chapel 1, 7 p.m.

▲ S u n d a y : Inspirational, Chapel 2, 8:30 a.m

Liturgical, Chapel 3, 8:45 a.m.
Evangelical, Chapel 1, 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
General Protestant, Chapel 2, 10:30 a.m. 
Gospel, Chapel 3, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school,  Bldg. 326 and Bldg. 327, 10:45 a.m.

▲ Hindu service: Mondays, Chapel 1, n o o n .

▲ Eastern Orthodox service: call 645-7486

▲ Jewish services: call 637-1027

▲ Islamic services: call 636-3219

C H A P E L

M O V I E S
Patrons should call Keystone Theater at 634-1869 or Butler

Theater at 645-3465 to verify movie titles, showtimes and

ratings.

Keystone Theater

▲ Today:          Breakin’ all the Rules, PG-13, 6 p.m.

The Notebook, PG-13, 9 p.m.

▲ Saturday:     The Notebook, PG-13, noon

Breakin’ All The Rules, PG-13, 4 p.m.

Troy, R, 7 p.m.

▲ Sunday:        The Notebook, PG-13, noon

God Send, PG-13, 4 p.m.

Troy, R, 7 p.m.

▲ Monday:        God Send, PG-13, 7 p.m.

▲ Tuesday:       Breakin’ All The Rules, PG-13, 7 p.m.

▲ Wednesday:  Breakin’ All The Rules, PG-13, 1 p.m.

▲ Thursday:      Spiderman 2, PG-13, 1 p.m.

Giant tu rtles in Okinawa

Air Force/Master Sgt. Brad Carder
Giant turtles snack on leaves at Okinawa's Neo Park. The wildlife park features a variety of birds, primates, a mini zoo and
aquarium. The park is open during the summer from 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Admission for adults is 630 yen, 315 yen for chil-
dren 13 to 18, 210 yen for children 4 to 12 and free for children 3 and under. The park is located on the north end of the
island in the city of Nago.



Round 1: Albert Pujols
ended the Chicago Cubs’
p o s t - s e a s o n  h o p e s
W e d n e s -
day with
t h r e e
m i g h t y
s w i n g s .
The Car-
d i n a l s
s l u g g e r
b l a s t e d
t h r e e
homeruns against the
team that many picked as
the eventual World Series
champions. Too bad for
Cubs fans. Carlos Zambra-
no, who pitched the open-
ing game of the two-game
series with St. Louis, hit
Cardinals centerfielder
Jim Edmonds in the open-
ing inning Tuesday.
Edmonds answered with a
homerun in the fourth and
rounded the bases with
Zambrano yelling at him
as he touched home plate.
Not to be shown up, Zam-
brano drilled Edmonds
again in the seventh.
Edmonds would not be
goaded into a fight. How-
ever, Zambrano knew bet-
ter than to throw at Pujols
or Scott Rolen, both of
whom would have been a
bit more cranky than
Edmonds was. Pujols
answered the next day
however, with three home-
runs that put an end to
playoff hopes for the Cubs
and their fans. The Cubs
may have lost the two-
game set with the Cardi-
nals, but they did manage
to show the sports world
that they are sore losers. 

Round 2: The Miami
Heat became instant play-
off contenders in the
NBA’s eastern conference
this week when Shaquille
O’Neal rolled into town in
a semi-truck. No longer
able to put up with half of
the spotlight in Los Ange-
les, Shaq made the move
east and promised a world
championship would be
coming to Miami --
although he didn’t say
when. 

Round 3: Lance Arm-
strong is on the verge of
capturing his sixth Tour
de France. 

Unless he hits a rock or
something, no one will
catch him. Having decided
against riding in the
Olympic Games, you have
to wonder what’s next for
Armstrong. My guess,
retirement so he can rest
his legs. 
Send your comments to kade-
n a s h o g u n . s p o r t s @ k a d e n a . a f . m i l .

S P O R T S
A  W E E K L Y  W R A P U P  O F  T H E  T O P  S T O R I E S  A R O U N D  K A D E N A  & T H E A I R F O R C E

K A D E N A A I R B A S E ,  J A P A N  –  J U L Y  2 3 ,  2 0 0 4

S p o rts Standings
S o f t b a l l

Division 1

T e a m W L
18th LRS( A ) 1 1 0
18th MUNS (A) 9 1
18th EMS 9 3
18th CES (A) 8 3
18th CMS 7 2
18th SFS 5 5
18th SVS 5 5
18th LRS (C) 4 5
18th MSS 5 5
18th CS (B) 5 6
733 AMS 4 7
718th AMXS( A ) 3 7
18th CS (A) 2 7
353rd MXS 1 9
18th CES (C) 0 1 4

S o f t b a l l

Division 2

T e a m W L
18th MOS 1 1 2
18th CES (B) 1 1 2
18th OSS 1 0 3
18th MDOS/MDSS 9 3
18th DS/AMDS 9 3
18th LRS (B) 9 4
353rd OSS 7 4
9 0 9 t h / 9 6 1 s t 7 6
18th MUNS (B) 6 6
AAFES 6 7
390th IS 5 6
82nd RS 3 1 1
623 AFC 2 7
718th AMXS (B) 2 1 1
S C P 1 1 3

Women’s Softball

T e a m W L
18th CMS/EMS 5 2
18th MUNS 5 2
718th AMXS 5 2
18th LRS 4 3
18th MDG 4 3
18th CES 2 5
18th SFS 2 5
18th OSS 1 6

SOURCE: 18th SVS fitness center staff
Current as of July 1

Cubs show the
world they are
s o re losers

Air Force/Naoki Uchida
MSS beat EMS 41-40 in a nail-biting Over 30 League Basketball
Championship at the Falcon Fitness Center July 15. 

MSS takes 0ver 30
c rown by edge of seat
finish over EMS, 41-40

By Master Sgt. 
Adam Johnston

18th Wing Public Affairs

A steal, a bucket and a
last-second turnover ended
the drama of a nail-biting 41-
40 finish during the Over 30
intramural league champi-
onships at the Falcon Fitness
Center July 15 that had the
18th Mission Support
Squadron walking away with
the championship crown. 

According to MSS coach R.
B. Robinson, a steal by MSS’
Brent Baker with 40 seconds
remaining set the stage for a
time out that setup MSS’
Kevin Gilbert to toss in the
championship winning bucket
with nine seconds remaining. 

While 18th EMS dribbled
the length of the floor, a last
second turnover sealed the
deal for MSS. “That last sec-
ond turnover was what really
killed us,” said EMS coach
Garcia Johnson said. “Coming
in second two years in a row is
very heartbreaking...VERY
heartbreaking,” he said. 

“It was an exciting game
throughout,” said Robinson.
“They took a 7-0 lead early
with three baskets but we
fought back and took the lead
at the half 27-22,” he said. 

The second half of the
game was a seesaw struggle
as the battle saw 10 different
lead changes. 

“The upside for us this year
was that we took first in regu-

lar season play but knowing
we had the caliber to beat
everybody was the heart-
breaking part of losing the
championship,” said Johnson

According to Robinson, the
championship was the second
encounter with 18th EMS in
the 2004 intramural playoffs.
MSS lost to EMS in regular
season action but beat them
twice during the playoffs.
Robinson said this was no
small miracle because three
starters for MSS were missing
for the championship game.
“They were bigger than us
and we probably weren’t sup-
posed to win but it didn’t
turnout that way,” he said.

MSS finished the Over 30
basketball season with a win-
loss record of 8-2, while EMS
finished off the season 9-2.

Johnson said his team will
go back to the drawing board
and see MSS next year. “If
they make it that far,” he said
“because, I know we’ll be
t h e r e . ”

As for this year’s champi-
onship win, Robinson said:
“I’m not trying to talk any
smack, I’m just glad we won.
It could have went any way.”

Kadena Tennis ch a m p i o n s h i p s

Air Force/Senior Airman Mercedes McAlister
Tim Hanks of the 31st Rescue Squadron preps to return the ball at the Risner Fitness Cen-
ter tennis courts. The winning team at this year’s intramural tennis championship was
the 18th Services Squadron.  In singles championships, Naoki Uchida of 18th SVS defeat-
ed Ed Harter, 8-1; Sho Kuwano, 18th SVS defeated Hanks, 8-3 and in doubles-action Hiro
Iiima and Yuji Shiroma of 18th SVS defeated Kyoshi Hirakawa and Kiminori Matsumoto
of the 718th Civil Engineer Squadron, 8-4. Services dominated the competition as 18th
SVS teammate Ken Higa had no matches on the final day.

“Coming in second two
years in a row is ve r y
h e a rt b re a k i n g . . . V E RY

h e a rt b re a k i n g .”
Garcia Johnson

18th EMS’ basketball coach


